
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School History  

Grades 6-8 

2020 Summer Assignment 

 

Directions: This assignment is practice of key skills to be successful in your History class. 

 

Due Date: First day of your History class.   

 

Primary Sources  

History is learned from those who lived it. However, how can you, a historian, learn from Cleopatra, 

Queen Victoria, Albert Einstein, and Abraham Lincoln? It is impossible! So, what do you do? You 

read and look at primary sources. A primary source is information that was created by someone 

who witnessed or was part of the event. Some examples are diaries, autobiographies (an account of a 

person's life written by that person), letters, newspaper articles, quotes, paintings, photos, audio 

tapes, camera recordings, personal timelines, or speeches. Primary sources allow historians to learn 

about an event firsthand. The sources provide clues about the emotions of an event. This is 

information that only primary sources can provide. Although, primary sources are biased – favoring 

the ideas of people over others – which is a problem for historians.  

 

Secondary Sources  

How do historians solve the problem of bias? They use secondary sources – information that was 

written after the event – to help solve bias. It is a historian's job to look for facts, which requires 

historians to read and look at many primary resources. When historians read primary sources, facts 

from each source are compared to determine what they all have in common. These facts are used to 

write secondary sources. Examples of secondary sources are essays, textbooks, articles that are 

written after the event has happened, and biographies (an account of a person's life written by 

someone else). Remember, secondary sources are NOT written by people who participated or wrote 

the event. Usually, authors of secondary sources were not alive during the historical event they are 

writing about.  

 

Type of Source Definition Examples Image (draw or 

copy/paste) 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



 

What is the difference between an autobiography and a biography? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a bias?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Determine if the source is Primary (P) or Secondary (S) and write the letter on the line 

 

______1) A play showing how Benjamin Franklin flew a kite during a lightning storm.  

______2) A short story describing Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla's 'electrical' battle. 

______3) Anne Frank's diary describing her life during World War 2.  

______4) A cartoon showing how Pocahontas met John Smith.  

______5) A textbook describing the civil rights movement.  

______6) A news report about the opening of a power plant.  

______7) A scientist explaining what it was like for Buzz Aldrin to walk on the moon.  

______8) A YouTube video describing how the pyramids were built.  

______9) An interview with Alexander Graham Bell about how he invented the telephone. 

______10) A radio broadcast from the day the Soviet Union launched Sputnik. 

______11) An autobiography about the 40th president, Ronald Reagan.  

______12) A book describing Christopher Columbus sailing to America.  

______13) A famous artist's painting of what cowboy life was probably like.  

______14) A journal by a cowboy about the cattle drives from Texas to Kansas.  

______15) The United States Constitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Directions: Look at the sources on the left and answer the questions 

 

 

Personal Diary of a German Soldier during 

WWII 

 

 

You are researching the German perspective of 

WWII  

 

Is this a primary source or secondary source? 

Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

What could you learn from this source? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How might it differ from sources from American 

soldiers?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mask of King Tutankhamen: 

 

 

You are researching the burial practices of 

Egyptian Pharaohs. 

 

Is this a primary source or a secondary source? 

Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

What could you learn from Egyptian society and 

religion from this source? 

 

 

 

 

 



History Textbook  

 

You are researching the battles of the Civil War.  

 

Is this a primary source or a secondary source? 

Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

What could you learn from this source? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How might it differ from primary sources on 

this topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Website 

 

You are researching about the Roman military 

and are reading information from a website 

created by a university. 

 

 

 Is this a primary source or a secondary source? 

Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What might you learn about the Roman military 

based on the source? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nightly News Cast:  

 

You are watching a local news team report about 

the military conflict in another country 

 

Are they a primary source or a secondary 

source? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What information might you be able to get from 

the newscast? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York Newspaper from 1911: 

 

 You are researching the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory Fire along with life and working 

conditions in factories in the early 1900’s 

 

 Is this a primary source or a secondary source? 

Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What could you learn about this event and 

working conditions in the early 1900’s based on 

this source?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Primary Source Analysis Sheet 

Directions: Look at the following primary source and fill in the chart  

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Who do we believe created this? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

 

 

 

 

What (do I think I) am looking at? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

Where was this item (probably) created? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

When was this item (probably) created? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

 

 

 

 

Why (do we think) this was created? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

 

 

 

 

How was this item (probably) created? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

Are there any biases in this source? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

 

 

Who was this source created for? 

 

 

 

 

Possible conclusions from this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Create Your Own Source! 

Using what you have learned about primary and secondary sources, create your own source. If you 

need some help picking one, look at the list from the first page.  

 

Type of Source I chose to create: ____________________ 

 

This is a ___________ source because ________________ 

 

What can we learn from this source? 

 

 

Example: 

Type of source I chose to create: Photo of my dog, Jet 

This is a primary source because I was there when the picture happened 

We can learn that Ms. K has a dog and he likes to lie in the grass 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


